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NORTH RALEIGH FARMERS’ MARKET

2012
MEMBERSHIP GUIDELINES

Mission Statement

The mission of the North Raleigh Farmer’s Market is to provide healthy, fresh foods and locally produced products to North Raleigh, NC and surrounding areas, and to encourage commerce, entertainment and trade in the greater Falls River community in North Raleigh.  The market also fosters a direct connection between shoppers and farmers and encourages local, sustainable agriculture in NC.

Operation

The NRFM operates year round.  The Summer Hours (April to September) are Saturdays from 8:00am to 12:00 noon and Wednesdays 3:00pm to 6:00pm.  The Winter Hours (October to March) are Saturdays from 9:00am to 12:00 noon
Exact dates and times will be posted on the web site:  www.northraleighfarmersmarket.com
The NRFM, is located in the parking lot of Falls River Town Center at Falls River Avenue and Durant Road.

A no-smoking policy is in effect for member vendors while staffing their booths.  No alcoholic beverages are permitted at the booths, except for approved wine/alcohol vendors.

The NRFM will operate in a manner consistent with the spirit of community in which was the primary reason for its approval.  The NRFM will not discriminate against any individual based on that individual’s race, religion, national origin, sex, age, or disability. 
Who May Sell

1)
Only member vendors of the NRFM may sell at the market.  Members are those producers who have filled out a.) Membership application and copies of required certifications or licensures, 
            b.) Paid the annual dues, and 
            c.) Received notification from the NRFM officers that their application has been approved.  
       The annual dues will be refunded promptly and in full to any potential seller whose application is rejected by the NRFM Committee.


Family members or partners within a single enterprise together count as one NRFM member (allowed one selling space at the market, charged the annual dues only once, etc.).

2)
Vendors must be a Member in order to sell at the NRFM. Member vendors are responsible for staffing their booth, stand, or stall at the market.  A Member vendor may arrange for a representative to staff his or her booth.  Representatives who are not also Members of the NRFM may not sell their own products at the market; they are limited to selling items produced by the approved Member vendor.

3)
Guest memberships may be made available at the discretion of the Market Manager to encourage potential new Members who may wish to sell their products.  Guests who are selling under these memberships will not have voting rights.  

What May Be Sold 

4)
Only farm products, value-added farm products, and a limited number of certain craft items may be sold.  (Permission to sell any product is subject to the market guidelines in addition to any applicable restrictions imposed by law)


Farm products
fresh produce or other freshly harvested plant products, fresh animal products, live plants. Examples:  fruits, vegetables, nuts, grains, cut flowers, fresh eggs, honey, meat from farm animals

     Value-added farm products
products made almost entirely from farm products, from the parts of plants or animals raised on the farm, or from the by-products of farm activities



Examples:  dried herbs, preserves, jams & jellies, pickles, home-made baked goods (freshly baked), cheese, soap from goats milk

     Craft items
At this time, craft items will not be permitted. The acceptance of craft items will be made on a case-by-case basis. Please send an email to NorthRaleighFarmersMarket@gmail.com if you are interested in having craft items. 



No live animals may be sold or given away at the NRFM. 

5)
Only product types listed on the Member vendor's approved application may be sold, unless special permission is given by the Officers.  No item may be resold.

6)
All items for sale at the NRFM must have been raised, grown, made, or produced within 75 miles of Falls River Town Center in Raleigh, NC.

7)
All items for sale at the NRFM must have been grown or produced by the NRFM approved vendor whose name and address appear on the application form.

8)
Each Member vendor will determine his or her own prices.  Prices must be clearly marked or posted.

9)
To safeguard the reputation of the NRFM, all Member vendors must abide by state and local food safety and health regulations.  It is the responsibility of each Member vendor to be aware of and to maintain compliance with any such regulations that apply to his or her products and maintain proper documentation at their booth. Example: bakeries must have a kitchen inspection prior to selling at the NRFM and those selling pickled items must have received the FDA certificate of the required courses. 

10) The NRFM carries general liability (slip and fall) insurance.  It is the responsibility of the member vendor to maintain his or her own personal liability insurance as it pertains to the products which s/he is producing and selling.

11)
On-farm inspections may be required at the request of the Officers if the Committee has any questions about any item being sold at the NRFM.

12) The vendor is responsible for monitoring and maintaining proper temperatures in accordance with health codes.  Vendors who sell foods that must be kept refrigerated or frozen must have an accurate thermometer at the North Raleigh Farmer’s Market.  

Potentially hazardous foods are so defined by the Department of Health: “Potentially hazardous food means any food which consists wholly or in part of milk, milk products, eggs, meat, poultry, fish, shellfish, edible crustacean, or other ingredients, and which is capable of supporting rapid and progressive growth of pathogenic, infectious, or toxigenic microorganisms.”  It is the responsibility of the vendor to abide by the Department of Health Guidelines concerning the vending of such products.  If any vendor is deemed in violation of health codes to such products as described herein or any other health code governed by the Department of Health, the following measure will be taken by the Market Manager:

· The vendor of such a product will be immediately removed from the North Raleigh Farmers Market for that day

· The proper regulatory agency will be notified as soon as possible.

Finances  
12)
Each Member vendor of the NRFM is required to pay annual dues. Member vendors may share a booth and collectively pay the annual dues.  Annual dues for the 2012 season will be $60.00. Daily Market fees will be $10 per space for Saturday Market and $8 per space on Wednesday Market.
13) Annual dues, donations, revenue from fundraisers, and other funds received by the NRFM will be used to pay for advertising, signs, permits, special events, promotions, and other expenses related to the NRFM.  The NRFM is a not-for-profit organization, whose officers, while reimbursed for their material expenses, are not paid for their time, effort, skills, or expertise.

Use of the Facilities

14)
Selling spaces will be assigned by the North Raleigh Farmer’s Market Committee.  The Committee will consider safety, customer expectations, pedestrian traffic flow, product presentation and general appearance of the market, vendor commitment, seniority, and vendor preferences in assigning selling spaces.  All disputes will be resolved by the Market Manager or the Committee.  Any Member vendor whose inventory requires special facilities or care is expected to provide for those needs.

15)
Vendors are required to set up their booths, stands, or stalls by Saturdays 7:45am/Wednesdays 2:45pm.  Permanent spaces not occupied by Saturdays 7:45 am/Wednesdays 2:45pm may be assigned to another member vendor for that week.  No vehicles will be allowed to move into or out of the market area during market hours.  With the exception of vehicles directly from which vendors are selling their products, all vehicles must be removed from the market area by Saturdays 8:00am, Wednesdays 3:00pm.  

16)
Each vendor is responsible for providing their own tents and securely anchoring tents, tables, canopies, etc. and cleaning up the area around his or her selling space both during and after the market.  All tents shall be anchored using sand bags or similar weights so not to cause any damage to the parking lot or any property located in Falls River Town Center.  Use of electricity and water will not be available. Use of the market space is a privilege that may be revoked if a vendor fails to keep the area safe and clean. 

Member Vendor Participation

17)
In signing and submitting an application form to the NRFM, the individual vendor is making a commitment to sell at the market every Saturday of the season, with the exception of those Saturdays for which the member vendor has notified the Market Manager in advance that he or she will not be participating in the market.  Vendors who only intend to sell for part of the season are welcome, but for planning purposes, they must let the Market Manager know in advance when they will not be there by emailing NorthRaleighFarmersMarket@gmail.com .  

18)
Member vendors are expected to attend an annual general membership meeting.  If a vendor cannot attend the meeting and wishes to participate in the market, he or she must speak in person or by telephone with a member of the board prior to selling at the market.

North Raleigh Farmer’s Market Committee

The rules are set forth are binding until the NRFM has appointed Officers and a Board. Since approval of the NRFM, a Committee has been formed for the development and oversight of The North Raleigh Farmer’s Market. The North Raleigh Farmer’s Market Committee will have the ability to vote on all rules and regulations. The Committee shall adopt procedures to assure that the members of the Committee reflect the make-up of the market (farm, value added farm). The Committee’s tasks shall include, but are not limited to, approving both membership applications and items to be sold, appointing a market manager, collecting annual dues, obtaining publicity and advertising for the market, obtaining required permits for the market, planning special events, managing the NRFM’s records and finances, settling disputes between members of the NRFM when necessary and appropriate, clarifying both the letter and the spirit of the market guidelines, representing the market in communications with the City of Raleigh and Wake County, and other duties as needed.  


     The Committee has some latitude and discretion in exercising its authority in order to fulfil these responsibilities in a manner consistent with the mission and goals of the NRFM. In recognition of the fact that occasionally new issues may arise pertaining to the market’s operations and procedures, and of the impossibility and impracticality of addressing all such issues in advance, the Committee has the authority to make decisions regarding any such market issues that have not been specifically addressed in this document.


19) All NRFM Member vendors will be given reasonable notice of all planned board meetings. Committee meetings shall be open to all NRFM member vendors for observation, although only board members will be allowed to participate and vote at board meetings.

Conflict Resolution

20)
If a two-thirds majority of the NRFM Member vendors agree in writing to remove any committee member from his or her position, that committee member shall be removed from the board immediately

21)
If the NRFM Committee believes that a Member vendor is refusing to comply with market guidelines, has become a disruptive influence in the market or at NRFM meetings, or is damaging the market’s ability to fulfil its mission, the Committee may call a special meeting of the general membership of the NRFM to vote on whether the membership of the vendor in question should be revoked. A simple majority vote of the paid Member vendors present at the meeting is required to revoke a vendor’s membership.  Vendors whose membership has been revoked may not sell at the market and may not attend market meetings.

22)
These guidelines may be amended as needed with the approval of a simple majority of the paid member vendors of the NRFM.

23) If there is a complaint from a vendor, they must send a written report to the address of the NRFM. 

HOLD HARMLESS CLAUSE AND INSURANCE
Please note: Vendors will be required to have their own product liability insurance. The clause below is under review by the attorney for Vanguard Property Group and may be adjusted once the review has been completed. 

The vendor, in consideration of participation in the North Raleigh Farmer’s Market, agrees to hold Vanguard Property Group, LLC, Falls River Properties Group, LLC, Town Center Developers, LLC, the merchants at Falls River Town Center and their agents, officers, directors and employees harmless from and against any and all claims, causes of action, demands, debts, damages, judgements, cost or expenses (including attorney fees), or other losses of any nature or kind arising from, related to, or in any manner connected with the activities of the North Raleigh Farmer’s Market.

We agree to abide by the market rules and hold harmless clause and insurance statement. 

Signature_____________________________________________ Date____________________ 

Please print name signed above 

_____________________________________________________

I have read and agree to abide by the North Raleigh Market Guidelines

_____________________________________________________

North Raleigh Farmer’s Market

C/O Jan Campbell

3721 Graham Sherron Road
Wake Forest, NC 27587

Any questions can be directed to Amber Cassle, NorthRaleighFarmersMarket@gmail.com or 919-322-8166.


For agricultural/educational/regulatory questions, please contact: 

NC Cooperative Extension-Wake County 

Morris Dunn, Horticultural Science Agent 919-250-1117 or morris_dunn@ncsu.edu   
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NORTH RALEIGH FARMERS MARKET

Market Guideline Agreement
I, hereby agree to abide by the guidelines as set forth for the 2010 North Raleigh Farmers’ Market.

VENDOR NAME: …………………………………….……………………………..

ADDRESS: …………………………………………………….…………………….

TELEPHONE NUMBER: ……………………………………….………………….

SIGNATURE: …………………………………………………………...................

DATE: …………………………………………………………...................

Please complete and return to the Market Manager by mail:

North Raleigh Farmer’s Market

C/O Jan Campbell

3721 Graham Sherron Road

Wake Forest, NC 27587

Any questions can be directed to Jan Campbell at HomesteadHarvestFarm@gmail.com or 919-608-2502.
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